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Dear Interested Citizen;

The enclosed Revised Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared for the
Clearwater Fish Barrier Modification/Removal Project. Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP)
proposes to reconstruct or remove a fish barrier and earthen dike constructed in 1964 along the
Clearwater River (north of Seeley Lake, Missoula County), because the integrity of the fish
barrier has diminished over time. The original Draft EA for this project was issued for public
review in January 2009. This current revision primarily involves minor changes and
clarifications to the original preferred alternative (3A) to construct a full height rock-step channel
at the site. The revised preferred alternative includes a channel crest elevation that is 1.5-feet
higher than previously proposed, in order to maintain the current reservoir pool elevation,

In addition, FWP addresses liability for structures that may remain at the site. Alternatives 1, 2,
3A and 3B would maintain a structure. Under these altematives, FWP would make an
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agreement with the landowner that would transfer liability and ownership for these structures to
the landowner. The agreement would also require that the structure built would continue to
provide passage for fishes that the constructed structure originally intended. No significant
difference in project costs is anticipated. All comments received during the original EA review
period will be considered when the Decision Notice for this Revised Draft EA is issued.

The Revised Draft EA is available for review in Helena at FWP’s Headquarters, the State
Library, and the Environmental Quality Council. It also may be obtained from Region 2 FWP
Headquarters at the above address, or viewed on FWP’s Internet website at http:/fwp.mt.gov
(“Recent Public Notices™).

Comments will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on Qctober 1, 2009, and should be addressed to Ladd
Knotek at the address above, emailed to him lknotek(@mt.gov, or phoned to him at 406-542-
5506. If you have questions, please contact Ladd Knotek.

Sincerely,

E
Mack Long
Regional Supervisor
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